Thrombolytic therapy for deep vein thrombosis: potential application of plasmin.
Plasmin is the prototype of a distinct class of "direct-acting" fibrinolytic agents, with biochemical and physiological attributes that are favorable for catheter-delivered thrombolytic therapy. Our studies indicate that plasmin is superior to plasminogen activators for hemostatic safety and thrombolytic efficacy in experimental models, and that plasmin has potential to avoid the bleeding risk that accompanies therapy of deep vein thrombosis with currently-used thrombolytic agents.